CHAPTER XXXIII

GO-OPERATIVE CATTLE-FARMING

It is quite impossible for an individual farmer to
look after the welfare of his cattle in his own home in a
proper and scientific manner. Amongst other causes
lack of collective effort has been a principal cause
of the deterioration of the cow and hence of cattle
in general.

The world today is moving towards the ideal of
collective or co-operative effort in every department of
life. Much in this line has been and is being accom-
plished. It has come into our country also, but in such
a distorted form that our poor have not been able to
reap its benefits. Pari passu with the increase in our
population land holdings of the average farmer are
daily decreasing. Moreover., what the individual
possesses is often fragmentary. For such farmers to keep
cattle in their homes is a suicidal policy; and yet this
is their condition today. Those who give the first place
to economics and pay scant attention to religious*
ethical or humanitarian considerations proclaim from
the house-tops that the farmer is being devoured by
his cattle due to the cost of their feed which is out of all
proportion to what they yield. They say it is folly not -
to slaughter wholesale all useless  animals.

What then should be done by humanitarians is
the question. The answer obviously is to find a way
whereby we may not only save the lives of our cattle but
also see that they do not become a burden. I am sure
that co-operative effort can help us in a large measure.
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